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XAVIER UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF CLASSIC & MODERN LANGUAGES 
SPANISH 101 BLENDED COURSE - SYLLABUS - FALL 2014 
 
Elementary Spanish I Online 
Instructor:  Marlena Thiemann   E-mail: thiemannm1@xavier.edu 
Virtual Office Hours:    Mondays 7-8 pm. and by appointment.  
Group meeting with instructor (virtual) :   Wednesdays 7:00 – 8:00 pm. or Saturdays  10:00  – 11:00 am.  
Note: Meetings face- to- face, for local students, could be arranged  based on availability of students 
and instructor . 
Course description: This is a beginning Spanish course for true beginners. The principal goals of 
language study are to work toward communication and proficiency while learning about the Spanish 
speaking world. As an online learning course, SPAN 101 requires students to study and practice the 
language on their own following the guidance of the instructor. Students are expected to learn 
vocabulary and read grammar explanations presented in the textbook before doing the grammar and 
cultural exercises on MySpanishLab. Questions about grammar will be discussed on Discussion Forums 
threads on Canvas and during virtual office hours. Students are also required to prepare oral 
presentations using Conferences tool in Canvas. 
Placement: This course is for students who have had no prior study of the language, have had a lapse of 
five years or more in their studies or have placed into the course by examination after having had 
less than two years of language. Please, consult with the instructor if you have any other question 
regarding placement.  
A note about online classes: 
Learning a language on an online setting requires as much (if not more) work as learning it in 
the class, along with a great amount of discipline. This is an intensive course. Plan to spend 15 
– 25 hours a week on this course. There are a few other things you should keep in mind: 
•Perform the MySpanishLab browser tune-up immediately, and any time you start to experience 
problems. Any other technological problems with MySpanishLab should be handled by contacting their 
tech support at the first sign of trouble. The ‘chat’ feature is the fastest way to get help. 
(http://247pearsoned.custhelp.com).  
• Be very careful in managing your time. Set aside specific times each week to complete class activities. 
It is your responsibility to cover all the required material before class, and if you do not it is likely that 
you will not get as much out of the class meeting as you should.  
• Expect electronic glitches, power outages, or the like, and plan ahead. Don’t wait until the last minute 
to submit your work. The deadline for all work to be submitted in MySpanishLab  is 11:59pm, and there 
are no exceptions. Any technological problems that cause you to miss a deadline must be documented 
through tech support with an official case number before your instructor can consider accepting your 
work late.  
• Some of the MySpanishLab activities you will be assigned will not have any task to complete, but 
simply require you to go through a tutorial or practice on your own. While it may be impossible for your 
instructor to grade you on completing these tasks, it is in your best interest to complete them just as 
thoroughly and carefully as you would complete any other graded activity. These types of practice are 
just as important, or more, as any other activity 
• Don’t be shy! The more willing to share, talk and interact with your instructor and your classmates you 
are, the more you will get out of your class time. And don’t worry, everyone feels the same way, even if 
they don’t show it! 
Student/Instructor Communication  
How you can communicate with your instructor and your classmates? 
E-mail and office hours: You can communicate with your instructor by email or during the virtual office 
hours. Your instructor will check her email every 24- 48 hours. Please reserve email for personal issues, 
such as those that interfere with your ability to complete quizzes (e.g., a death in the family). Check your 
email every 24-48 hours. 
Foro de Dudas: For concerns related to course content, please use the virtual office hours. Please, do 
not post any technological problems. 
Learning objectives: Upon completion of this course students will be able to: 
After completing this course, participants will be able to: 
• comprehend most Spanish spoken at slower than normal pace 
• report orally present and past events and state future plans 
• perform basic oral communication tasks in Spanish such as: greeting and leave taking, making 
plans, accepting and declining invitations, describing one's family, ordering food, expressing 
obligations, describing pastimes, describing daily routines 
• write in grammatical prose in Spanish about everyday activities, people and places, using the 
present tense 
• analyze simple material written in Spanish related to Spanish speaking culture 
• connect and differentiate the products and practices of Spanish cultures with the products and 
practices of their own culture 
These objectives prepare students to meet standard 2b of the Xavier University Modern Language 
Standard and the following requirements of the Xavier University Core Curriculum: 
 
GOAL 1: Students will be effective communicators in writing and orally 
1.     Students will organize and express their ideas in writing and orally 
2.     Students will formulate clear and arguable theses, supported by evidence drawn from appropriate sources 
3.     Students will utilize an effective writing process guided by audience, purpose, cultural context, and 
disciplinary standards 
 
GOAL 5: Students will be integrated individuals who articulate a coherent, ethical perspective on the world 
and their place in it 
1.     Students will recognize the societal, ethical and moral dimensions of discourse, art, information, science and 
technology 
2.     Students will relate their knowledge and skills in a reflective and constructive way to their life 
experiences and the challenges confronting today’s world 
3.     Students will use information and resources responsibly in their communication and research 
4.     Students will utilize intellectual, moral, and spiritual tools and sensibilities to engage faithfully and 
responsively in the world for the promotion of peace, social justice, and ecological sustainability 
 
GOAL 6: Students will be aware global citizens 
1.     Students will recognize relationships between diversity, inequality, and social, economic, and political power 
both in the 
United States and globally 
2.     Students will describe contributions made by individuals from diverse and/or underrepresented groups to 
local, national, and global communities 
3.     Students will consider perspectives of diverse groups when making decisions 
4.     Students will interact with sensitivity as members of society and as professionals with people who have 
ideas, beliefs, attitudes, and behaviors that are different from their own 
5.     Students will engage Catholic, ecumenical, cross-cultural, and inter-religious perspectives in reflecting upon 
contemporary 
issues of significance 
6.     Students will communicate in a foreign language and read and interpret cultural materials related to the 
language 
studied. 
 
COURSE MATERIALS: We will be using the textbook Unidos, by Elizabeth Guzmán, Paloma Lapuerta and 
Judith Liskin-Gasparro.  
1) ISBN: 9780205996667 
This product contains:  
Quick Guide to Spanish Grammar | ISBN-13: 9780132207508 
Unidos Classroom Manual | ISBN-13: 9780205950331 
MySpanishLab with eText -- Standalone Access Card -- for Unidos (multi-semester) | 
ISBN-13: 9780205950959 
 
 
Grades:  Weight 
Online module quizzes (5) 10% 
MySpanishLab assignments 15% 
Cultural assignments (6) 10% 
Participation in and preparation for meetings with instructor (5) 10% 
Oral synchronous activities (5) 15% 
Compositions (4) 10% 
Midterm 15% 
Final Exam 15%  
 
Quizzes:  There is a quiz at the end of each chapter for this class (except for chapters 3 and 6). The quiz 
will be online and timed. Once you are locked out of the quiz, you will not be able to retake it. 
MySpanishLab Assignments: You will be assigned a variety of homework assignments from the 
MySpanishLab site, consisting of tutorials, grammar exercises, listening and writing practice, etc. You are 
responsible for completing all the assigned activities. Most of these exercises are computer-graded and 
you will receive immediate feedback regarding your answers. Note that it is in your best interest to 
study the material in the book and view the assigned tutorials before you do the assigned exercises. You 
have a maximum of three attempts on the activities, and the highest grade of the three will be your final 
grade for each activity. If there are incorrect answers on your first submission a small blue bubble will 
appear beside the answer. Click on it for a hint, review the material again, and then click on “try again” 
to make the correction. If your second attempt is also incorrect a “need help?” button will appear in the 
upper right-hand corner of that window. Click on it to review the material you got wrong, and then click 
on the “try again” button to make the correction. If your answer is still incorrect after three tries, the 
correct answer will appear when you click on the small blue bubble next to the incorrect answer, but 
you will no longer be able to submit an additional attempt at that point.. Deadlines for completing the 
homework will appear on Canvas. The resulting grades of all activities assigned for each chapter will be 
averaged, and that score is what will be calculated as your MySpanishLab  homework grade. 
Cultural assignments: There will be different cultural assignments for each chapter. You will have to 
post on the Discussion Forum thread, respond to your classmates’ posts, complete textbook activities, 
research on the web about certain topics and write a summary, etc.  
Participation in and preparation for meetings with instructors: The first week of class we will form 2 
groups to meet with the instructor. First group meet from 11:00 to 11:25 am. Second group from 11:30 
– noon. Each group will meet online for 25 minutes some other Saturday with the instructor. During 
these sessions, you will have interactive conversations with your instructor in Spanish about the weekly 
module topic. You will be graded according to the rubric available on Canvas/Files. 
If a student cannot meet during the proposed time slots, student can meet with the instructor next 
Monday between 7:30 – 8:00 pm. for an individual meeting where student will have interactive 
conversation in Spanish with the instructor for 15 minutes. 
Oral synchronous activities: As mentioned above, the first week of class, you will be required to form 
groups of 2 to complete communicative activities. The Saturday that you don’t meet with the instructor  
you will work with your partner and record yourselves having a conversation on a variety of topics. . The 
instructor will provide specific instructions for each task and evaluate these interactions utilizing the oral 
synchronous activity grading rubric on Canvas/Files. 
Compositions: Writing short passages helps you practice sentence structure and develop your thinking 
in Spanish. Twice during the course you will be required to complete a short (50 – 100 words) 
composition in Spanish. Each composition will be graded as follow: 
Grammar: 40% 
Vocabulary: 30% 
Content and organization: 30% 
Midterm: There will be a cumulative exam at the end of Module 3. It will be online and timed. The exam 
will include a listening comprehension section as well as a grammar and a vocabulary component. Once 
you are locked out of the exam, you will not be able to retake it. 
Final Exam: There will be an online final exam in the course at the end of the semester. The exam will 
include a listening comprehension section as well as a grammar and a vocabulary component. The exam 
will be timed. Once you are locked out of the exam, you will not be able to retake it. 
University Policy on Academic Honesty: This policy appears on the XU website and applies to all courses 
and assignments in the Department of Classics and Modern Languages: 
“All work submitted for academic evaluation must be the student’s own. Certainly, the activities of other
 scholars will influence all students. However, the direct and unattributed use of another’s efforts is proh
ibited as is the use of any work untruthfully submitted as one’s own.” 
Penalties for violations of this policy may include one or more of the following: a zero for that assignmen
t or test, an “F” in the course, and expulsion from the University” 
Copying homework from a classmate, copy and paste from Internet sources, and the use of ONLINE 
TRANSLATORS will be considered violations.  
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR THE COURSE 
 
You must start submitting your work from the date of your enrollment in class. As a 
general policy, late submissions are NOT accepted. 
 
The ONLY reasons to request acceptance of a late submission are: 
1. Assignments were due before you enrolled in the course,  
~or~ 
2. You had documented technical problems when attempting to submit your work at 
least an hour before the assignment was due. Documentation in this case consists of 
your interactions (chat or email, or written follow-up to a phone conversation) with 
Pearson’s technical support. Only if Pearson confirms a technical problem on their end 
will your request be considered. 
  
In either case, you must request consideration for your case within 24 hours of 
the first missed deadline. There are no exceptions. 
 
NOTE: Repeated computer problems, crashes, failures to do the browser tune-up, 
etc. are NOT considered valid reasons for failing to turn in your work. There are 
plenty of computers available on campus for you to use, and all the computers in 
the Language Learning Center have been formatted to work with MSL. 
 
If you happen to encounter technological problems with MySpanishLab, you should do 
the following: 
 
1.         _____ Contact Pearson tech-support (http://247pearsoned.custhelp.com) as 
soon as the problem happens. Contact by phone or chat, NOT email, is the best way to 
do. 
 2.         _____ Send a copy to your instructor of all communications with Pearson. 
 3.         _____ Save all communications with Pearson, in case they get lost in cyberspace. 
When Pearson provides a definitive answer to the problem, a decision will be made on your 
case. 
***************************** 
MySpanishLab: GETTING STARTED NEW USER 
STEP 1: Before You Register 
 
1. Complete the Browser Tune-Up. Go to  www.mylanguagelabs.com and click 
Browser Tune-up.  This will confirm that you have met the System Requirements 
and have the necessary free plug-ins on your computer. 
 
2. If you do NOT use a supported browser, you will NOT be able to sign in to you 
MyLanguageLabs.  *Note: Myspanishlab will NOT currenly work in Internet Explorer 
11.  Select Support then System Requirements 
(http://mylanguagelabs.com/support/system- requirements.html) to see the most 
up-to-date information on supported browsers.  Pearson tests each supported 
browser thoroughly for use with a MyLab. 
 
3. Enable Pop-up Blockers. Are you clicking on an activity or link inside the course 
and nothing happens? Some browsers will block all pop-ups—even those you 
want! To allow pop-ups in your MyLanguageLab course, open your browser and do 
the following (there may be some variations with each browser): 
 
For PC USERS: 
1. Click Tools Pop-up Blocker  Pop-up Blocker Settings. 
2. When prompted for “Address of Website to allow”, 
enter:*.pegasus2.pearsoned.com 
(If you have downloaded a third-party (Google, Yahoo, AOL, etc.) pop-up 
blocker/toolbar  make sure you turn the pop-up blocker off on that toolbar in 
addition to your browser pop-up blocker.) 
 
FOR MAC USERS: 
1. Click Safari.  Make sure “Block Pop-Up Windows” is unchecked while working in 
MyLanguageLabs. 
 
4. Confirm that you have the following needed to register: 
¨- Your Instructor’s Section/Course ID: CRSKLWE-4024308 (Note: The Course ID must be 
entered exactly as it is provided to you including typing the hypen “-“ and using all 
capital letters.) 
- Student Access Code  
- Valid Email Address 
 
STEP 2: Register for the course 
 
Go to  www.mylanguagelabs.com and click Student under “Register.” 
-Enter the Course/Section ID that your instructor has provided (Note: This is not the same as the Access 
Code) and click Continue. For this course, it is CRSKLWE-4024308  
-Choose one of the following: I already have an access code or I need to buy access 
- Then follow the registration instructions and click Log In Now on the confirmation page to enter your 
course. 
STEP 3: Sign in and enroll in your course 
 
Return to  www.mylanguagelabs.com.  
- Click Sign in under “Sign in” 
 
-  Enter the username and password you created as part of registration. 
- In the new window, under Your Courses and Products select the link with the title of 
your required text. 
- Click Enroll in Course 
- Enter Course ID (provided by your instructor) (Note: The Course ID must be 
entered exactly as it is provided to you including typing the hypen “-“ and using all 
capital letters.) 
- You will now have access to your course materials. 
 
 
**************************** 
STUDENT PREPARATION and PARTICIPATION FOR WEEKLY MEETINGS 
WITH INSTRUCTOR GRADING SCHEME  
• Student preparation and participation involves a number of variables, listed in the rubric below.  
• Your preparation and participation will be assessed out of 25 possible points, posted on MSL  and 
updated approximately every two weeks.  
• The use of cell phones, pagers, mp3 players and all other electronic equipment during class is 
prohibited unless otherwise indicated by your instructor. All equipment must be turned off in the 
classroom. Any evidence of cell phones (use, ringing, buzzing, etc.) and similar equipment use will result 
in an automatic zero in preparation and participation for that day.  
25 – 22 points - always came prepared to class and actively 
participated in all classroom activities  
− constantly greeted people and took leave using 
Spanish  
− constantly used Spanish in class ( i.e., with 
instructor and in small groups) 
− constantly listened attentively when others spoke; 
showed respect for and supported the learning 
process of her/his peers 
21 – 18 points − usually came prepared and participated in all 
classroom activities  
− greeted people and took leave using Spanish 
most of the time  
− mostly used Spanish in class and in group work 
with peers 
- generally listened attentively when others spoke; 
showed respect for and supported the learning 
process of her/his peers 
17 – 14 points - showed some preparation for class, but needed 
more preparation  
− did not greet people and take leave in Spanish  
− frequently used English, especially during group 
and pair work  
− at times got distracted; was occasionally 
inattentive to the learning process of peers and/or 
disrespectful to her/his peers and/or instructor 
- participated in some classroom activities but was 
more passively attentive than active 
13 – 10 points  - showed little preparation for class  
− used more English than Spanish during class  
− paid little attention during class and was often 
inattentive to the learning process of peers and/or 
disrespectful to her/his peers and/or instructor  
− participated minimally in classroom activities  
9 – 5 points - showed no preparation for class  
− used only English during class  
− paid no attention during class and was mostly 
inattentive to the learning process of peers and/or 
disrespectful to her/his peers and/or instructor  
− failed to contribute to the class with her/his 
presence and/or detracted from the class with 
her/his negative attitude 
4 – 0 points - did not attend enough classes or did not 
demonstrate sufficient participation for evaluation 
 
 
****************************** 
 
RUBRIC FOR ORAL SYNCHRONOUS ACTIVITIES 
 
 
I. LA PRONUNCIACION 
 
59 and below  Incomprehensible 
69 65 60 Very difficult to understand the meaning of the word(s) 
79 75 70 Somewhat difficult to understand the meaning of the word(s) 
89 85 80  Occasional errors but generally comprehensible 
99 95 90 Accurate pronunciation throughout (vowels, consonants, inflection, stress) 
 
 
II. EL VOCABULARIO 
 
59 and below  Inaccurate throughout 
69 65 60 Usually incorrect except for an occasional correct word 
79 75 70 Minor problems which interfere with desired meaning 
89 85 80 Minor problems but vocabulary is generally appropriate and meaning understood 
99 95 90 Consistent use of appropriate words throughout 
 
 
III. LA ESTRUCTURA 
 
59 and below  Virtually no correct structures 
69 65 60  Errors of basic structure but some phrases rendered correctly 
79 75 70 Generally accurate structure but errors impact on meaning 
89 85 80 Generally accurate structure, with occasional slight errors which do not interfere with  
            meaning  
99 95 90 Virtually no errors 
 
 
IV. LA FLUIDEZ 
 
59 and below  Long pauses 
69 65 60 Some stumbling but unable to rephrase and continue 
79 75 70 Occasional slight stumbling or pauses at unnatural points 
89 85 80 Speech generally natural and continuous with some hesitation 
99 95 90 Speech is natural and continuous 
 
V. LA CREATIVIDAD  
 
59 and below   
69 65 60 Content does not include any additional information (who, what, where, when, why?) 
79 75 70 Content addresses the topic with minimal embellishment 
89 85 80 Content includes some additional information which enhances communication/interest 
99 95 90 Content includes ample information which enhances communication and interest with 
conversational expressions (e.g. No me digas.) and questions (who, what, where, when, 
why?) 
 
 
 
_________ +_________+_________+_________+_________        = _________   ÷  5 =     _________% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 SPANISH 101 ONLINE     CALENDARIO     FALL 2014       
Thiemann 
Week 1 – Preliminar. Las presentaciones 
Introduction Complete “Start Here” on Canvas 
 
MySpanishLab activities online 
 
Due date: 8/30 
- Las presentaciones 
- Los saludos y las despedidas 
- Vocabulario de la clase. 
- Números, meses y días de la semana. 
- El tiempo (clima)..Expresiones útiles en clase. El  alfabeto. 
Gramática en contexto: 1)Identifying and describing people. 2) Locating 
people and objects. 3) Cardinal numbers. 4) Telling Time. 
Cultura  - Greeting and interactions in the Hispanic World 
Cultural Assignment (1) - Sun. Aug. 24th.  Go to Canvas / Discussions / Cultura-Week 1 
Planning ahead 
Virtual group meeting w/instructor 
(practice, no-graded) 
- Form groups of 2 for oral activities, starting week 4. 
- Sat. Aug. 23rd. // Group1: 10 – 10:25 am. Group 2: 10:35 – 11:00 am. 
 
Week 2 – Chapter 1 Vida universitaria 
MySpanishLab activities 
 
Due date: 9/6 
- Los cursos. 
- La universidad 
- Las actividades del estudiante. 
-Entrevistas 
-Asking and answering questions 
Group meeting with instructor (virtual) 1 Sat. Aug. 30th. // Group1: 10 – 10:25 am. Group 2: 10:35 – 11:00 am. 
Cultura  España 
Quiz 1  (preliminary chapter) Sun. Aug. 31st. 
 
Week 3- Chapter 1. Gramática en contexto 
MySpanishLab activities 
 
Due date: 9/6 
- Academic life  & daily occurrences. 
- Gender  & number. 
- Expressing location & states of being. 
- Forming questions. 
Composition 1 Instructions pg.49 / 1-40 Presentational. 
Cultura Escuelas y universidades en España. 
Quiz 2   (chapter 1) Sun. Sep. 7th. 
 
Week 4- Chapter 2. Los amigos. 
MySpanishLab activities 
 
Due date: 9/13 
- Mis amigos y yo. 
- Las descripciones. 
- El origen. 
Gramática en contexto: 
- Identifying & describing. 
- Expressing possession. 
Oral synchronous activity 1 Sep. 14th. Activity: pg. 44 / 1-29 
Cultura Estados Unidos, Puerto Rico, Hispanics in the USA  pg. 55, 59 & 80 
 
Week 5 –  Chapter 2. Gramática en contexto . 
MySpanishLab activities 
Due date: 9/20 
 
- Ser & Estar with adjectives   
- Possessive adjectives. 
- Gustar. 
Group meeting with instructor (virtual) 2 Sat., Sep. 20th.  / Group1: 10 – 10:25 am. Group 2: 10:35 – 11:00 am. 
Quiz # 3  (chapter 2) Sun. Sep. 21st.  
 Week 6 – Chapter 3 / Las diversiones 
MySpanishLab activities 
 
Due date: 9/27 
- Vocabulario. 
- Los planes. 
- La comida. 
Gramática:  
Present tense of irregular verbs: hacer, poner, salir, traer and ir. 
Cultura  Perú, Bolivia y Paraguay.  
Cultural Assignment (2)  [do this first] Sep. 27th. Canvas / Discussions / Cultura Week 6    
Oral synchronous activity 2  [2nd.] Sep. 27th. Activity: pg.91 / 3-13 
Composition 2  [3rd] Sep. 28th. Instructions: pg. 113 / 3-46 Escribe (topic of [do this first] or [2nd] 
could be used for your composition) 
 
Week 7 – Chapter 3 / Gramática en contexto. 
MySpanish Lab activities 
 
Due date: 10/4 
- El verbo “ir” 
- “Ir a” + infinitive. 
- Los números del 100 a 2 millones. 
- Saber & conocer. 
- Preposiciones “por” & “para”. 
 
Group meeting with instructor (virtual) 3 Sat., Oct. 4th. / Group1: 10 – 10:25 am. Group 2: 10:35 – 11:00 am. 
Cultura  Perú, Bolivia y Paraguay. 
Sun. Oct. 5th. Canvas / Discussions / Cultura Week 7    
 
Week 8 – REVIEW & MIDTERM EXAM 
MySpanish Lab activities No assignments. Study for exam. 
Group meeting with instructor online (optional, no graded) Sat., Oct. 11th. 
[onsite meeting upon request of a minimum of 3 students] 
10:00 am. – 11:00 am. Both groups 
Review from chapters 1, 2 and 3. 
MIDTERM EXAM  online Sun., October 12th. 
 
Week  9 – Chapter 4 / La familia 
MySpanishLab activities 
 
Due date: 10/18 
- Los miembros de la familia. 
- Los parientes. 
- Rutinas familiares. 
Gramática:  
- Stem-changing verbs. 
- Adverbios. 
Oral synchronous activity 3 Sat. Oct. 18th. Based on pg. 121/ 4-7 and pg. 122/ 4-9 
Cultura  Colombia 
 
Week 10 – Chapter 4 / Gramática en contexto. 
MySpanishLab activities 
 
Due date: 10/25 
- Tener que + infinitive. 
- Adverbios de tiempo y lugar. 
- Hace with expressions of time. 
- Reflexive verbs. 
Group meeting with instructor (virtual) 4 Sat., Oct. 25th. / Group1: 10 – 10:25 am. Group 2: 10:35 – 11:00 am. 
Cultural Assignment (3) Canvas / Discussions / Cultura Week 10 
Composition 3 Instructions: pg. 142 & 143 / Read 4-41. Do 4-42 Escribe 
Quiz # 4   (chapter 4) Sun. Oct. 26th.  
 
 
